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All for the love of
Western MUSIC

AVIJIT ROY

A
youth from a small town in Malda in West Bengal has
risked his career as a lecturer in a reputed institution,
loosened his purse strings and more so dared to tread
on the path no one of his ilk has tried to take so far. 

Shib Shankar Choudhury, who is associated with the
Ghani Khan Choudhury Institute of Engineering and Tech-
nology (GKCIET) in Malda district, has already taken a big
stride and has prepared a music album consisting of eight
English songs that speak of different subjects. The songs record-
ed in Kolkata and Mumbai are now being digitally mixed and
mastered in the Circle Studios owned by Trevor Gibson, a Gram-
my Award-winning sound engineer, in Birmingham in the UK.

Choudhury, who is the head of the English and Humani-
ties Department at the GKCIET, is now waiting for the album
to be ready and released, with hopes that his songs will be
picked by film directors, producers, top musicians or anyone
in the field concerned. 

"There has been no looking back, as I have done every-
thing to spread my music, my words and my cry of the soul
among the masses," Choudhury says.

The young man is making true what former Indian Pres-
ident APJ Abdul Kalam had once said--"Dream is not that which
you see while sleeping, it is something that does not let you
sleep." Choudhury has worked day in and day out and put in
a lot of hard work and struggle to finally prepare the music
album, while he is only days away from a likely internation-
al acclaim.

"Ever since my youth, I used to listen to and enjoy music
videos of various pop artists like Madonna, Michael Jackson,
U2, Westlife, Bryan Adams, Boyzone, Backstreet Boys, Elton
John, Fleetwoodmack, Roxette, Enrique, etc through MTV or
VH1 TV channels. And that's how one of my friend's broth-
ers, who lives in the US, gave me a bunch of cassettes/tapes
of pop songs of Hollywood in 2000. Their songs moved 
me and instilled in me a heartfelt desire to be popular 
like them and become a singer, songwriter and producer,"
Choudhury says.

"My passion for singing and writing lyrics comes from deep
within my soul, mind and heart. I write and compose my songs

Shib Shankar Choudhury, a lecturer in Malda, 
has prepared a music album consisting of

eight English songs, recorded in Kolkata and
Mumbai, which are now being digitally mixed
and mastered in the Circle Studios owned by 

Trevor Gibson, a Grammy Award-winning 
sound engineer, in Birmingham in the UK

simultaneously, and I do it with all of me, putting everything
I can into it to convert my feelings and experiences into a piece
that imitate emotions," he adds.

He says justice, injustice, spirituality, morals, love, 
betrayal, loyalty, sacrifice, deception, decay, fall or rise,
anguish, atonement, lust, cruelty etc, all such major emotions
and their interplay motivate him to express such interplay
in a form of rhythm.

Choudhury's first track, 'Ride,' is a romantic love song rep-
resenting a strong bond of a couple while they are promis-
ing each other to be faithful forever during a long drive in an
old carina wintry night underneath the silver moonlight.

Another track is 'Witness', a song about the rise and fall
of a 'hero' who predicts he will die in the arms of the 'Holy
Spirit.' The other track is called 'Path,' which is about salva-
tion through one's deeds, while 'Amorphous,' speaks about
an immaculate dream of a person who imagines to be unit-
ed with the infinity of universe and goes against infidels.

'Lost' is a motivational song, while in 'Battle Zone,' a war-
rior predicts the third world war and describes the cruel con-
spiracy of politicians who bait innocent lives. 'Betrayed,' the
other track, talks about a person who is guilty of betraying
his beloved. This betrayal is a cause of moral suffocation for
the person and is weeping for every wrong he has commit-
ted, but still loves his beloved. 'Evil,' the final song is about
a person haunted by the evil. 

On the contrary, speaking about the highly rich Indian clas-
sical music, Choudhury reveals that in spite of the profound
respect he has for traditional Indian classical music, it was
the pop music in the English language sung by various
artists of Europe and America that attracted him since 
childhood. 

Apart from being a vocalist and lyricist, Choudhury has
also presented one of his research papers in 'EOPOP2019' at
the Mary Immaculate College, University of Limerick, in Ire-
land this July, considered to be the toughest one in the field. 

Malda, rather the whole of India, is now on the threshold
of witnessing a new sensation in the international level, and
if all goes as planned, this young man who hails from the so-
called middle-class family in Malda may soon find a place
among the stars in Hollywood.
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The land issue in Garidhura is not a political issue or
an issue to be fought with party flag

ANIT THAPA, PRESIDENT, GORKHA PRAJATANTRIK MORCHA

ON EVICTION NOTICE RECEIVED BY TEA GARDEN FAMILIES IN GARIDHURA NEAR SILIGURI02
IN FULL SWING

Siliguri Municipal Corporation election candidate Asok Bhattacharya of the CPI-M campaigns in Ward 6. TMC candidate for the polls Ranjan Sarkar campaigns in ward
15, in Siliguri on Friday. ��PULAK KARMAKAR

‘Double flower’
vs ‘double leaf ‘
in Siliguri polls
MANAS R BANNERJEE
SILIGURI, 7 JANUARY 

A
lmost all hardcore Tri-
namool Congress lead-
ers, who are contest-
ing the Siliguri Munic-

ipal Corporation (SMC) elec-
tions as Independent candi-
dates, have managed the sym-
bol 'double leaf' to beat the
party's official candidates
fighting the polls with party
symbol the 'double flower.' 

Although former minister
and senior TMC leader Gau-
tam Deb had managed one
rebel leader Nikhil Sahani,
who had filed his nomination
papers for ward 18 as an inde-
pendent candidate, many
other disgruntled leaders, are
contesting the polls as inde-
pendents. Mr Sahani withdrew
his nomination yesterday.

Paying no heed to Mr Deb's
request, Bijender Kapur, alias
Masum, is contesting the elec-
tions from ward 1 with the
symbol 'double leaf.' Eight can-
didates, including four inde-
pendents, are contesting the
polls in the ward.

Significantly, Rina Das,
who has challenged the local
Trinamool leadership, is con-
testing from ward 39 as an inde-
pendent candidate, and has
also managed the 'double
leaf' symbol to battle it out with
'double flower' holder Pinky
Saha. 

It may be noted here that
former minister, Mr Deb, who
is also contesting the SMC polls
from ward 33, today inaugu-
rated the election office of Pinky
Saha there and campaigned
for her.

Another TMC leader, Malli-
ka Debnath, having failed to
manage a ticket, is contesting
the elections from ward 46 with
her symbol 'double leaf'.

Seven independent can-
didates are contesting the
SMC elections with the 'dou-
ble leaf' symbol. 

Interestingly, another senior
TMC leader is contesting the
elections from ward 24 by
showcasing his symbol 'bicy-
cle' against an elderly official
TMC candidate, Pratul
Chakraborty. In ward 24, five
candidates are in the fray,
including BJP candidate
Shankar Ghosh, who is the
Siliguri MLA.

On the other hand, some
independent candidates are
contesting the polls by show-
casing their symbol, the ris-
ing sun. One of them is TMC
leader Bijan Sarkar, who is con-
testing from ward 33, where
Mr Deb is contesting. A total
of five candidates are con-
testing there-the four others
from the CPIM, Congress,
TMC and BJP.

After finalization of can-
didatures and allotment of the
symbols, records show that
Siliguri residents will witness
a triangular fight in 11 of the
47 wards. Such a fight is set to
take place in ward 8, 10, 11,
13, 16, 19, 21, 27, 30, 36 and
38. 

Similarly, voters set to wit-
ness a four-pronged battle in
21 wards--2,4,7,9,12,15,
17,18,20, 23,25, 28, 29, 31, 32,
35, 37, 40, 43, 44 and 45.

Significantly, the CPIM-
led Left did not field candidates
in wards where the Congress

had won the seats in the last
term. However, in many seats,
the Congress is contesting in
places where the CPIM, RSP,
CPI and FB have fielded their
candidates.

It may be noted that CPI
(ML) Liberation is contesting
the elections in ward 7, the lone
seat, where there is no other
Left candidate. On the other
hand, in ward 11, both the Left
and the Congress have not
fielded candidates. In a tri-
angular fight, an indepen-
dent candidate, Santosh Devi
Singhal, is contesting against
both the TMC and the BJP.

Interestingly, in ward 6
where former mayor Asok
Bhattacharya is contesting, four
other candidates are there to
share the minority votes.
When the TMC has fielded
Alam Khan, both the Congress
and the BJP have nominated
Shanawaz Hussain and Noor
Jahan Ansari, respectively.
One Md Raju is also contest-
ing there as an independent
candidate.

BJP SC candidate dis-
qualified

Meanwhile, the BJP has
decided to support Ranjit
Biswas, an Independent can-
didate, who is contesting the
elections in ward 46, after
authorities rejected the can-
didature of BJP candidate
Malati Roy (Scheduled Caste
woman candidate). The BJP
has claimed that the author-
ities had accepted Ms Roy's SC
certificate in 2015, when she
contested the SMC polls and
won from ward 1, but "mali-
ciously" rejected the same
this time around.

Patients in home isolation, hosp occupancy minimal
SANKHA GHOSH
SILIGURI, 7 JANUARY

Given the surge in the num-
ber of people contracting
Covid-19, around 250 per-
sons are in home isolation in
Darjeeling district presently,
officials have said.

According to health depart-
ment officials, the hospital bed
occupancy rate is, however,
minimal.

Sources at the department
estimated that around 235
persons were in home isola-
tion till 6 January.

"Our monitoring cells at the
block, civic body and district
levels are keeping a close
watch on the overall situation.
At the same time, we have
already readied two safe homes
in case of any requirement,"
said the district chief medical

officer of health, Dr Tulsi Pra-
manik. A 70-bed safe home at
Batasi near Siliguri and anoth-
er 50-bed home will primar-
ily cater to Covid-19 patients
with mild symptoms, it is
learnt.

"The mechanism has been
in place to ensure that patients
get better monitoring. With the
number of cases going up,
home isolation has also gone
up. We advise people not to
go for self medication, blood
investigation, undergo chest
X-ray or CT scan without con-
sulting doctors,"' said a health
department official.

The district has witnessed
a surge in cases, along with
other places in the state. Many
health workers, officials, and
doctors associated with the
North Bengal Medical Col-
lege and Hospital in Siliguri

are also in home isolation
after they contracted the virus,
officials have said.

On 5 January, the Union
health ministry issued revised
guidelines, saying that Covid
patients with mild symptoms
should stay in home isolation
for a minimum period 
of seven days, if they have 
no fever for three successive
days. They will, however, con-
tinue to wear masks, the guide-
lines say. Many Covid patients
had earlier alleged slackness
on the part of the health
department when it came to
monitoring their condition.
They did not even call them
to inquire, they alleged.

Covid cases surge 
Darjeeling district report-

ed 238 fresh cases of Covid -
19. The Siliguri Municipal
Corporation (SMC) covering

Tour group urges
CM to reopen
tourist spots

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
DARJEELING, 7 JANUARY 

The Eastern Himalaya Trav-
el and Tour Operators' Asso-
ciation (EHTTOA) has written
to Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee, urging her to reopen
tourist spots. The state gov-
ernment has closed all tourist
spots as part of the fresh
restrictions it put in place
from 3 January in view of the
rising Covid-19 cases in the
state.

Representatives of EHT-
TOA, which is an apex body
of tour operators with more
than 250 members from West
Bengal, Sikkim, along with
neighbouring countries of
Nepal and Bangladesh, met
Darjeeling District Magistrate
S Ponnambalam on the mat-
ter and handed him a letter
meant for Miss Banerjee.

"With the Covid pandem-
ic going on for two years, it has
had a great impact on the
tourism industry and the peo-
ple associated with it. We are
demanding that tourist spots
be opened by allowing 50

percent leeway. Bookings are
getting cancelled with every-
thing closed," said EHTTOA
member Rajesh Chettri.

The letter to the CM, on the
other hand, says: "Covid has
had a massive socio-eco-
nomic impact on our society
and especially on the tourism
and hospitality sector. As the
situation was slowly getting bet-
ter in the last few days, Covid
cases have again surmount-
ed to dangerous levels and
quite rightly the state gov-
ernment has issued restriction
orders."

"We fully understand the
restrictions and as responsi-
ble citizens we will strictly
abide by the guidelines. How-
ever, we request that like the
order has given some leeway
to other sectors of the enter-
tainment fraternity with oper-
ations allowed at 50 percent
occupancy, the same should
be done for the tourism and
hospitality sector," said the let-
ter. It also adds that this would
ensure some flow of tourists
and that the stakeholders
could sustain their families.

South Dinajpur district set to
top state in mustard production
SRIKANTA THAKUR
BALURGHAT, 7 JANUARY

A ban imposed by the central
and state governments on
wheat cultivation within five
km of the border with
Bangladesh has come as a
boon for farmers in South
Dinajpur district. 

Thanks to the restrictions,
the farmers have started cul-
tivating mustard seed in their
fields, and as per the agricul-
ture department's report, the
district is now set to produce
the highest amount of mus-
tard seed in the state and set
a record. 

The agriculture depart-
ment has urged the state gov-
ernment to arrange for mar-
kets for the mustard seed, in
lack of which farmers could
have problems selling their pro-
duce. The government issued
an order, banning wheat cul-
tivation within five km from
the Bangladesh border, in the
year 2016 to avoid the wheat
blast disease, a fungal infec-
tion that is said to have trav-
elled to some bordering vil-
lages in the past few years and
posed the threat to the entire
country. 

As per the state govern-
ment's instructions, farmers
of the bordering areas were
given mustard seed and dif-
ferent kind of pulses as an alter-
native. 

As per records at the dis-
trict agriculture office, wheat
in South Dinajpur, especial-

ly in Harirampur, Kushman-
di, Gangarampur and Tapan
blocks, was a major crop after
paddy. In 2016, wheat was
cultivated in 60,000 hectares
of land, while the same was
49,000 hectares in 2017. In 2018,
the area came down to 25,000
hectares of land. 

"On the other hand, the cul-
tivation of mustard seed has
been increased by 50 per-
cent, and the total land on
which the crop is cultivated
is 80,000 hectares," an official
source said.

The price of mustard oil in
the market is Rs 180 to 200 
per litre, and it is increasing
every month, helping farmers
to get higher prices of raw mus-

tard. "As a result, the pro-
duction of mustard has
increased this time. Howev-
er, in case of high yield of mus-
tard, the Department of Agri-
culture is officially helping
with mustard seeds. Recent-
ly, in South Dinajpur district,
an initiative is being taken to
send mustard to the mills in
the district itself, without
sending it outside," the source
added. 

According to a farmer in 
the Balurghat block, Sudhan 
Barman, the market price of
mustard seed is very good. "The
cost per litre of mastered oil
is also very high. So farmers
are gainers here. However,
we need a good market to sell

our produce," he said.
According to the South

Dinajpur district chief agri-
culture officer, Dr Shuvendu
Mandal, a huge amount of
mustard is being cultivated in
the district this year. 

"Around 15,000 hectares of
land has been increased for
mustard cultivation. Earlier,
wheat and boro paddy were
cultivated in South Dinajpur
district, but this time the
amount of area for wheat and
paddy has decreased a bit.
Mustard is being cultivated
instead. Due to the high prices
of mustard in the market,
most of the farmers are inclined
towards mustard," Dr Mandal
said.

Malda man�s �pop song� paper in UK conference
AVIJIT ROY
MALDA, 7 JANUARY

In a first, Malda youth Dr
Shibshankar Choudhury, a
singer, songwriter, composer
and producer, has presented
a paper on "21st Century
Anglo American Women and
Their Pop Songs" during a con-
ference on 'Ethnographic
Study on Expression and
Affect' organised by the British
Forum for Ethnomusicology
(BFE) and Royal Music Asso-
ciation (RMA) in the Univer-
sity of Plymouth yesterday. 

Dr Choudhury, the assis-
tant professor at the Ghani
Khan Choudhury Institute of
Education and Technology
(GKCIET) in Malda, is also

chairing sessions in the
Research Students Confer-
ence today and tomorrow. Dr
Choudhury, who had been
engaged in research of songs
and has already published
nine international songs, one
of which has been selected to
be presented in a conference
of the Royal College of Music
in Stockholm, Sweden, in the
coming months. 

"My self-released song
came last year on July 2020,
based on the pandemic and
the lockdown. 'I am Virus'
was recorded at The Barn
Recording Studios, Brisbane,
Australia, and is produced by
Steve Robin. It got selected for
presentation as a research-
based song at the 'Innovation

Music 2022 World,' a leading
international conference, as
the most innovative song pro-
duction. That is due to take
place at the Royal College of
Music, Stockholm, Sweden, in
March," Dr Choudhury, who
is presently in London, said
over the telephone.

Further, this young music
enthusiast and researcher
from a small town like English
Bazaar in Malda is collabo-
rating with world famous Air
Studios, London, for his
upcoming English language
songs, which have been already
mixed by popular mix engi-
neer Goetz Botzenhardt at
Tileyard Studios, London,
under the management of
Air Studios. 

"This is the first project or
album from India under the
management of world famous
Air Studios, London, which was
engaged in very big projects
of Hollywood movies. Among
these three songs of the pro-
ject, one is on the Great Cal-
cutta Killings in 1946 and the
other is on the famous sloka
from Geeta-Yada yada hi dhar-
masya," Dr Choudhury said. 

According to Soumen
Bhowmik, a cultural activist
in Malda, it is good to see some-
one from Malda in the inter-
national platform and doing
such innovative works like
taking Indian culture to an
international stage of repute.
"I wish Dr Choudhury every
success in life," he said.

14 wards under Jalpaiguri dis-
trict logged 104 cases, health
department officials said
today. The corporation area
(33 wards) that falls in Dar-
jeeling district recorded 85
cases, with Matigara block
topping the tally with 65
new cases.


